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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE fallewitg dee was written 
without the moſt diſtant view to publica ⸗ 


| 5 tion. It has been committed to the preſs _ | 
in compliance with the requeſt of ſeveral . __ 


his having yielded to che urgent folicitas 


reſpectable perſons, who were preſent, when 8 
it was delivered. If it ſhould be read with - 
the ſame candour with which it was heard, 


the Author will have no occaſion to regret © 


tions of his friends. He intreats their age = 
ceptance of it as a tribute of gratitude fot 
their ent and eſteem; and he recams 
mends it & the favourable notice of ethers 


who may happen to peruſe it. 
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well known, that in proceſs of time, after they 


© loatar'v. 46... 5: 
. 1 03 


Yet i ie, bees die mots tomy fe 


1 


. I have not dous in t. 

Fa Wu. 1 n © 43 

Tas Jeyvilh nation was Sigpally dibinguithe 5 
ed by the favour of divine Providence. God 

Was, in a ſpecial manner, their king, lawgiver 

and guardian; and they were inveſted with 


privileges, both of a temporal and ſpiritual 


nature, peculiar to themſelves. Their oon. 


ſtitution was deſigned and adapted to preſerve 
them ſeparate from the other nations of the 


world, aud to guard them from the corrup- "5 


tions and . vices. that prevailed among, thejr 
idolatrous neighbours. ' Nevertheleſs, it is 


became a diſtin and a.. proſperous people 
———_—— 


IN 


f 1 and he whole of their hiſtory furniſhes 
a detail of alternate proſperity and adverſity 


undder the favour or chaſtiſement of Provi- 


"dence, as their. diſcriminative character and 


accompliſhed, and their degeneracy and wick 
 edneſs made them * ripe for final and irre- 
Coverable un. 
FE 
It is not my intention to enter 1 into... 
| the Hiſtory of this once highly ey by: 
now diſperſed and vagrant people. 


thetic sccount of the vicifhitudes e 4 : 
under went from their firſt incorporation under 


Mes to their 'deffruftion by the Romans iti 


le firſt century of the Chriſtian Era is record- 3: 
ed in the ſacred writings; ; and it is abundatily 


3 Tufficient to illuſtrate and Juſtify the alluſion 


and charakter of the text, when 3 


fore þeciliatly ! to them. 


co 81 2 990 


1 12 Bren 22 [748 n. 


- "he" Jewiſh nat tion TE; 8 ON ages, hai 
by way of "eminence, the Lord's Vineyard ; 


: AFcloſed by Bis ſpecial appointment, guarded 5 


by is Providence, and cultivated by prophets 


Und teachers, under his commiffion and fal 
6 — and 


conduct required; till at length the divine 
- purpoſes in their extraordinary ſelection were 


- 


= 
Tue conduèt of the Jews; ICY 


vleſng. 


was very unſuitable to their advantages ans 
obligations; and at laſt involved them in cala - 5 


mities, which have rendered them an abidi 
monument of Grin regs to this 2 


Their e conveys inftruQtion FA warn- 


ing to us: and we ſhall accordingly apply the 


tional capacity; could have been ' dime 


| mare to my Vineyard, that I have nt h . 


We mall at preſent conſider ac; 
their moſt, favourable aſpect; and take 


- fion from them to repreſent a | 
dleſſings by which our country has been emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed; This view of them will 
beſt comport- with the deſign for which the 
[ſervice of this day is appointed: and we ſhall 
reſerve, perhaps for ſome futute opportunity, 

the more gloomy and humiliating repreſents- 5 


tion, which the ſequet of the Jewiſm 
24 e e e e 


61) tl {ova bar gut 


. gan, #4, iis tho wre of Y 


words of the text to our own circumſtances 
and times, and imagine them addreſſed by the 
ſupreme Sovereign of all the kingdoms of the 
earth to ourſelyes; in our collective and na- 


IJ 
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1 
ol 
6 * 
* 4 
— 2*²⁵⁵ʒ—t?bt —— ͤü“d Ds — — 
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TEE 


omni Britain: 
and, thes, deduce ſuch „ from * 
e 


— eee 


1  enploſes;-which/be feners and guards and 
on Which he beſtows N 2 
4 . RIGS Eee > nf * 25 


nt. r 5 
— the other nations af 'the _ ] 


re 


34 £3 3 1 2 288 


Fs "Is. e eee ander; 3 


neten e, en country, ſeparated a5 jt.is fen 
other nations by the ocean; and thus furniſhed 
with advantages of defence and of: commer- 
 'cinkintercounſe ſuperior to heſe of every other 
" kingdom;.] This is a circuinſiance; which has 
| Jed it to dire its, peculiar attention fo its ma- 
'rine and nayal intereſts ; and which has con- 


— moe 


|: 


- 


= * 


ocean. Its fleets, by means of "the ſxfll and 
valour of thoſe who have been entruſted with 


the conduct and operation of them, have beet, | 


in various ſeaſons of danger, its principal de- 
fence; and they have counterbalanced the in- 


convenience and. injury, that Rave fornetimes 


attended its continental connections. Its na- 
val ſuperiority has. been the pride and the boaſt 


:dence, RE and Paier Its wilt 
fituation has enabled it to affext and mainrdly, 
with few interruptions, the empire of the | 


of its inhabitants. Its wooden walls have be- 


come proverbial; and the fignat advantage . 
that has been derived from them, on many ” ' 


memorable occaſions, am amply juſtifies the at- 
tention they have claimed and the confidence 
that has been repoſed in them. A very par- 


tial acquaintance with the hiſtory of our coun- 


try will furniſh fufficient evidence of the im- 


portance and utility of the Britiſh nary. It 


A hoſtile invaders. It has preferred our country 


eines Whilſt we have read and lamented 
the details of marches and counter-marches 


125 0 en the moſt _— and Srila 25 


B + 


: 


has, in ſome inſtances, diſcouraged the de- 
figns and, in others, repelled the attempts of 


from being the ſcene of war, whilſt othet * 
| have been def6lated by contending | 


* 


en 
vinces of Europe, and could not forbear ſym- 
pathizing with thoſe, who were witneſſes of 


fields of battle, covered with the dead or dy. 


ing, and whoſe perſons and poſſeſſions were 


expoſed to aſſault and rapine, we have en- 
Joyed unmoleſted ſecurity at home. ' Our lives 
have been unendangered ; our domeſtic com- 
forts have not been wreſted from us by the 
_ ruthleſs enemy; nor have we heard che ws 

vor ſeen the deſolations of war. | 


TEK FF BIS LINE | rere 
» "Ihe 88 conteſt in which we. are now 
engaged has threatened to extend calamities 
of this kind to our own country. Its baneful 
effects have been experienced to a. degree, 
Which none of us can otherwiſe; than lament, 
in a neighbouring province of the Britiſh em- 
; If gur enemies had ſucceeded in their | 
: * EE to furniſh their miſled and deluded 
adherents with freſh ſupplies of men. and arms, 
it is impoſſible to ſay how. far the horrars that | 
preceded and followed them might have 
ſpread.. - To: our -fleets we owe, under Provi- 


dence; the ultimate and total defeat of their 


deſigns. By theſe the united: naval power. of 
our enemies has been ſo far reduced, that we 
truſt they will not again we are perſuaded 
they cannot. ſoon — indulge the vain hope of 
* an ä on any of the coaſts be- 


85 


05 11 5 
| longing: to the Briffie empire. Sant 2 may we 


not cheriſh the pleaſing expectation, that our 
repeated victories will ſo far humble their 


Pride, reſtrain their ambition of dominion, and 


diſcover to them their inability, as well as the 


Folly, of purſuing univerſal conqueſt, that they | 


ſhall be induced ſpeedily to propoſe, or to ac- 


cept, when propoſed by ourſelyes, reaſonable 
terms of conciliation? - If our triumphs over - 


them terminate in an honourable and*perma- 
nent peace, they may well demand our grate- 
ful and devout acknowledgment ; and every 
friend to his country will have reaſon very cor- 
dially to rejoice. In the mean while, they ſe- 


, 


cure us from alarm and danger. They ſerve to 


unite us at home, and to render us fe le 
abroad. They animate farther exertions, If 
they ſhould be found neceſſary for preſerving 


our independence. They difpoſe. us, by the 


2 proſpe ctof a more ſpeedy and laſting peace | 


and by the ſecurity and enlargement of tt 


commerce that accrue from them, to acquieſce . 


the more patiently in thoſe burdens, which 
_ exertions yy impoſe. + ai r 


9 


ba itſelf, ſo nn in its r 
| TI. $4 „ *% 2 A l 


> * 
44s 14a 


1 ſhall wy 441 in this ease id that is F 
late victory on the coaſt of Africa, fo important 9 


* 


. 


* 


— 
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 & bononrabls to; all, with were engaged. in” 
achieving it, will bring to our grateful'recol- 
Jeon the glorious i of Auguſt, which has 
been long celebrated as the zra of the acceſl- 


Hon. of his Majeſty's family to the throne af 
eſe realms, and by none of his Majeſty's moſt 
ſubjests more ſincerely and more joyfully 
than by Forssraur Disszxrzzxs. They 


Hare thusteflibied their approbation of the civil 


Honſtitution of their country; and on all ne- 


4achument to itand theirdefire ob We. 


io! Vs: - 


2 ee en ce. 85 


15 fituation already recited we may add, 


"dat it affords an encouragement to our 


Hameſtic manufactures ' and to our foreign 


Dee the ocegn in every poſſible direction. 


| | The products of our Kill and labour are dif- 
tributed, not only to adjacent countries but to 


dhe remoteſt regions of the habitabſe earth ; 


— BY theſe menns, to adopt the expreſ- 


ny 


l occasions they have been amongſt the 
zealous and active in evincing ſheir at- 


£ommerce, which have contributed in no ſmall 3 

* Hegres: to the, reputation and proſperity of our 

_  Fqpntry, .. The Britiſh Illes open their ports to 
gvery quarter of the globe, Our ſhips- tra- 


and the yealth of both the Indies »:jrank 
' Mitted to us in return, ſo that Britain becomes 
the centre whence it circulates io other king- 


{ 


) 


1 


) 


religion I mean that knowledge of God and 
aſſiſtance in the purſuit of true | happineſs, © 


601 


ef Gre language of che prophet ®, out 3 
are princes, and aur be are the honourable 


WEIS: LY „ ii enn : 
: EPS 10 4 —_ * ga #h 
But Bere n are e Aiſtin8idna, of a mona! : 
apd, religious nature, which it is more imme» 
diately my province to recount, and which 
ſerve to give to our country a pre- eminenes 


amongſt the nations of the world. The maſt 


important and valuable diſtinction, that ſepa» : 


rates Britain, from many other nations of the 


globe is that which pertains to religion. By 


which we derive from the revelation of the di: 
vine wilt and the records of divine truth oo 
tained in the holy Scriptures, This is the anly 
ſatisfaRory and authoritative rule of our faith 


aud practice. [This teaches us, with a divine 
illumination and efficacy; what we muſt: be and 
90 in order to obtain the favour of God and a 
happy. immortality. This provides an antidots' 

10 the guilt and frailty of mankind, by aſſun- 


ing them af pardon and aſſiſtance; diſperſes 
the gloom which hung over a future wurd 


tepreſents death as a vanquihed- enemy ʒ π]ie . 
promiſes eternal life to the pious and hee 


It is needleſs to dwell on the excellence and 
* Iſaiah, xxili. 8, | 


. Tz 
3 beodfits: of a diving revelation. 


OS ca quite moos 


municated in a very early period of the 
Chriſtian church to the inhabitants of the Bri- 
 tiſh Iſlands. The invaſion of the Romans 


about half a century before the miſſion of 


-- Chriſt into the world; and the intercourſe 


eſlabliſned between Britain and various parts 


_ of the Roman empire in - conſequence of its 


donqueſts, facilitated the introduction of Chriſ- 
tianity; ſo that in the age of the apoſtles, or 
very ſoon after this time, the Goſpel was 
preached in this country. Before this happy 
period, the Britons were groſs idolaters. They 
worſhipped a variety of Gods. The ſacred 


groves of their Druids or prieſts were the ha- 


bitations of ſuperſtition and horror, © Their al. 


. - tars were ſtained with human blood. The 


| rites of their-religion correſponded to- the fe- 
. rociouſneſs.of their-temper and the barbarity 
of their manners. But the change which the 


principles and ſpirit of Chriſtianity produced, 


though gradual, was no leſs ſignal. They no 
longer bowed to ſenſeleſs idols. We hear no 


more of human facrifices. The ſalutary in- 


fluence of divine light and truth prevailed, and 
gained innumerable converts unn 278 
eee of Cant... lag: (97%! 


60 


The progreſs of Chriſtianity was retarded 5 


by a variety of circumſtances till the arrival of 


the Saxons in the fifth century, when it was 


almoſt extinguiſhed. From the time of their 


converſion, which took place within two hun- 
dred years after their ſettlement in this coun- 
try, the Chriſtian religion has uninterruptedlyx 
ſubſiſted, amidſt a variety of errors and cor- 
ruptions, through every ſucceeding age to our 
own day. When we conſider the perſecution. - 
of its enemies, and the miſtaken zeal of its 


friends, the one no leſs injurious to it than the 


other, have we not reaſon to wonder, that 


every trace of it has not been obliterated, and 


that we enjoy it in its native excellence and 
power? ' This 5 the Lord's deing, aid it is mare © 
 vellous in our eyes. The preſervation of Chrif- - 
tianity in, the world, againſt the oppoſition of 


its adverſaries and amidſt the errors of its 


profeſſed votaries, is no leſs an evidence of the : 
direction and agency of divine Providence 
than its firſt, introduction and eſtabliſhment. | 
That the light and grace of the Goſpel ſhould 


have been extended to Britain at ſo remote. a 


diſtance from the ſcene of its founder's life 
and teaching, and that they ſhould have been 
| tranſmitted to us, through a ſeries of almoſt 


my * Matthews; 3x. 42. 7 JOE 


2 ( 16 
eighteen | tutte, though they 8 * 
unee been withdrawn from thoſe regions of 
de ehrth, in which they were firſt communi- 
vsted to mankind, are facts orthy of our 
Fratsful recollectten. We may well- imagine 
me addreſs of the test directed to us, who en- 
vy the bleſſings" ef Chriſtianity, though me 
rente part of the” world ie fl overptead 
with Hesthen darkneſs or Mahometan delu- 
fen = lat con have been done e 
oy Har Toon t d in it + 2 
SR 0.253 Noize; te DX ah 0 U rn 

: But we are at eee eee 
. priwilege of 
ny neighbouring "nations. We poſſeſs it, 
reformed" from the coruptions and abuſes, 
"which have mutilsted and: difgraced it, di- 
miniſhed its importance, und depretiatedi its 
" Miility. The inhabitants of this country, not 


4 
9 


many eenturies ago, were —— 
bat they had Rttle more than the name. 
Were almoſt as ignorant of the! ae doc- 
wines and as deſtitute ef the true ſpirit of 
_ Chriſtianity, as if they had been; like their 
_ , _ Mbeſftors, heathens” and idolaters-. They re- 
_ their-creed from thoſe, whoſe intereſt 

N was to blind and. to delude them. 'Fhey 


bought it a erige tg exerciſe their own judg- 


* 


| (97) 
ment ia. matters of religious faith and prafitice, 
They were prohibited acceſs to thoſe oracles 
of divine truth, that would have detected, the 
graſs errors and unwarrantable impofitiong, 
which univerſally prevailed. _ In this, flats of 
mental, bondage, they were prepargd to xx; 
veive any doftrine, however, abſurd 3 to prag: 
tiſe any religious rite; however irrational and 
unſeriptural; and to entertain any. hopes, 
| however groundleſs and deluſire, hich thoſe 
who had the direktion and dominion of their 
 conſciences/thought: proper to preſcribe ang to 
_ Encourage, Having rengunced their native . - 
right of judging for. themſelves, ; they were 
glad to find guides in religion, who. were ihe 
| fallible, and interp 


| reters of Scripturę, ho 
could not err. On this baſis of mental ſa ve 
me whole ſuperſtrufture of popery; was e 
bliſhed. The foundation yas, laid. wide anf 
| deep by the policy of the Roman ponuifis and 

their emiſſaries; and every, method was. uſed = 
* either to, keep the multitude, in, abſolute. ig 

 norance, or to conyince them, that it was -. 
ther neceſſary nor ſafe, for them to exerciſe 
their own, underſtandings. in the provines of 


religion. A ſoon as men began to think for * | 


ahemſelves, and to ſteal an opportunity, un- 
obſeryed, for e 9 of * 


(4 


vi l wach. e dec e Gif Mert, 58. 
8 pal tyratiny ee eee 


ed trembled and declined. It Was, nevertbhe- 
5 by flow degrees, and by the concurrence 
bf Varidus caüfes and circumſtances, that an 
empire, which it had besen the Work of "ages 
d abnih, and which it was ibe intereſt 'of 
© _ Liiibitious prieſts and deſpotie princes to/ſup+ | 
Port, was- abfidged in its Noe and totally 
abolithed in our own country: — e Nl 
- WS} 40. QOH tts Roif5 303-979 1 ba e 
1 Thi finidumental principle of dene 
Not, viz that the Scripture is the ſole rule of 
aid, was inculcated by Wiekläffe in the fur. 


Ws 


mn century, and his writings contain "many 


Wintec remönſtrances againſt the uſurpation 
Lud unwarrantable practices of the church of 
Meme. Pront mis periedd the papal power in 
teig beten 16 Gechne. A Fpirit of inquiry 

Aue itte and there were many ſscret 

wu ſome open and avowed” advocates of the 
ples Which Wiekliffe ae ddyanced, 


de dne and manner in which the Reforma- 


An was cofnpleted under the "reign, and in 
ease uenge ef che inieir paffens of "Henry 
e Tighth! are wen known? We hill only 


8 * der me Faris fot ities which Ted 


£85 


0 the: ſpecial; interpoſtion.. and, ſuperintene 
dende of Almighty God. # het could have bees 


done; more. 15 mea har ba pac 5 
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55 Nor are we., leſs: indebted, to. . Prone 
dence. for preſerving gur religion and. liberty 
in many ſucceeding ſeaſons of danger than for 


tze Reformation itſelf, In our country. the 
| principles of the, Reformation have, been much 
better underſtood and more ably; defended, 
and they, haye much more generally; greyailed 
than in any other country, ſeparated, from the 


Romiſh, church. Chriſtianity has been; ex- 


plained ; the evidences of it propoſed and 4 
fended; and its ſanctions enforced with pecus 
iar advantage by the writers of this country; 


and every private Chriſtian is allowed torj 
for himſelf, to adopt his ſcheme of faith 2 


of religious practice from the. Bible, to wor- — 


ſhip God, as his conſcience thus enlightened 


in conformity 10 the, rules and duties herein 


| Preſcribed, unobſcured by the ignorance, un 


_ perverted by the ſiniſter views pe 


_ ang; uncontrouled by p< Doren en. 
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Wb ict Wbongſt tho inhabitants of Brita. 


a | Whilſt we cannot wonder, that thoſe,” W 
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Held," we Thomd guard 
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en cw power that are ßt and proper, 
x E thi” Inf minattle 


an egen boch te religion und ge- 
: 'i&s Gb has dene mote for 


wt! winger bit rejoice in the decline 


have been born and bred in a ftate of mental} 


Ad Till bondage, Would in emerging ont of 


Etretne of icenflouf- 
are nk N 4 ws 


this Hate fun into the 


- 


of their Heentious pr 


"ws" weis be 
de ſd- 
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to our deſcendants aftet 


s Pagel Power m neighbouring nations 


ee grathal overthrow of that mofiſtrous 


ral of dapenton and 
db long trampled on 


Yefiſion, hieß bas 
tis” civil and YAligious | 


ment at thols Who" de refcu ed from fuper- 
'itioh ſhould become the ardent votaries and 


$1, * mem of indideli | \ P / K . 4 . 
Uſſermnators. * and mat they ſhould 
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3 ob 5 
ligion with theit prejudices) and erters. hes 
Providence, however, which: over-rules the 


eounſels and operations of men, will Bring 
good out of this evil; and in the field of th 
world, prepared for he culture by 'a'yioletics 
which deſtroys noxious and uſeful plants withe 


out diſcrimination, good ſced .will be fown, 


and in due time vegetate, ſpring up and 


produce a plenteous harveſt. In the mem 


white, jet us guard our own vineyard, as much 
as lies in our power add by ſultable eſſbris 
againſt the acceſs of 'this violence; und by - 
our gratitude and devotion and the practice ot 
Criſtian virtues intereſt the power of that 


Being, to whom we owe our deliverance for 


almoſt free centuries from the errors add de- 
| lufions of the Romiſh chureb, in our cm. 
nued ſecurity, and in our defence againſt ptin- 
ciples, nof leſs injurious to us as individuals 
and as members of fociety than thofe Which 
papal - Rome | once Induftriouſly propagated 
TY maintained.” This leads LY 
to add. n; 


"Secondly. The 6 aa of 3 a 1 1 


; applicable to the of Britain in  teferncs 


188 <>. 


. be counteratied and We. 


2110 inn. 7% LY 2904 ab 014 
We have — * amici led to \ andieinage 
hoſe refleRions, which this view of the ſub- 
-. ſuggeſts ; ſo that little need be . to 
hat * wall occurred. DRIED: aid, 
ie; 00 
5 Many SH 45 * 1 070 to 2 tire 
us of our religion and liberty, and of the ya- | 
Nous privileges and, bleſſings. we poſſeſs, 28 
; Chuiſtians,/ Proteſtants, and Britons. But the 
3 Providence of Gqd has. hitherto,defeated many 
hoſtile efforts of domeſtic and foreign adver- 
ſaties: and though; much treaſure and much 
blood have been expended in repeated con- 
fits for our ſecurity, the deſigns of the n | 


4 10 an carly ered of our bigoy, the. ” | 
. of. perſecution threatened the extinQion, of 
Chyiſtianity:-, We have an account of m any 

Arlt martyrs. about the commencement "of 


#53 


the fourth century, who preferred death to the 
_ acrifice of their religious principles and hopes. 
In later ages Chriſtians perſecuted. one an- 


* 


r it Was hed ——_ ee that * 


men of various, profeſſions white in en 


> 23 . 
priichiles and the pusht BY covitwa ole 


tion were ſufficiently underſtdod and generally _ - 


adopted. But they have prevailed; ” though | 


pable and reproachful, in a degree which has. 
very much contributed to bur uninterrupted 


peace and increaſing proſperity. And "the * 


more they prevail, {6 much the more will 4 


the common iriteveſts of the Britiſh empire.” 


well ; 081 VO 16: y HL | 


. ths reliowed attempts of bigottc} 


a to the Church of Rome to enſlare ; 


our perſons and our minds; Providence has: 
reſeued us. But when credulity and ſuper? 
ſtition had loſt their influence, aud the deſßb: 
tiſm of princes and the deluſion of prieſis Were 

found to be of no avail, the mode of attack 


was varied and new dangers threatened us: 


Religion was diſcarded. Its outward forme 
and rites were aboliſhed. Its principles Wee 


reprobated, and the advocates of univerſal l? 
jo berty proceeded to emancipate their. votaries 


from a regard to God and Providence and to 


te doctrines and inſtitutions of Chriſtianfty, 


as well as from ſubjection and' ſubordination” 
to the authority of man. With theſe wild and 


| abſurd pretences, no leſs contrary to nature | - | 


not-without exceptions that have been cul _ ; 25 


3 3 


| han injurious to ſociety, Wei e stehst 
A the world in ſome notorious inſtances g 
rr victories and their triump ha „ 
L toxicated with their ſucceſs, they have vainly 
a ſſumed the prerogatize of aboliſhing the oſta⸗ 
Pliſted governments and religious inſtitutions 
of the nations and proyinces of Europe. Thus 
 invading'the native rights and ſeizing the pro 
petty. of neighbouring nations and apparently 
aiming at; univerſal conqueſt and dominien; 
"he great Governor of the Univerſe ſeems now | 
_ wo. paſs ſentence Thus for Mall as go, and no 
"Jorther.. Such, however, haye been our late 


Ittempts againſt |-0ur religion 
. unſueceſsful; and hon ages theit li · 
centious principles nor their preſent conduct 
Vill find any, advocates; in this country. 3 
I * Providence, which has bitherto fenced around 
us and preſerved our poſſeſſions and perſons 
be will, we truſt, vet deliver us, and 
render.our ſalvation eas On 


Pres wore. ke mh Bs 220209071 
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4 EY * Thirdly: ; The, obo: wks end 
_ gates that Britain 1 of 
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( „ 


en ouy- national: liborty;inidependeiiis 
andiſecurity, there has ſprung a ſpirit of pplls 
cation and activity, which has had the m oft 


nufactures, and commerce. 'As long as men 
Lan appropriate the acquiſitions of their kit 
and Jabour to themſelves ; whilſt they are al- 
lowed. 3 what they acquire-withoug 
diligence and exertion: r they 


their refpeRtive/ſtations, But: if the prtiſits ai 
their labour ate liable to be wreſtsd> from 
them by the hand of rapacious violence, and 


tu be applied, at the pleaſure of-others, 80 
purpoſes which they diſapprowa, iw-which 
tlie have no inteteſt and from whick the7 
derive inconvenience and injury they owill 
| becoine: heedle(s and negligent: prery-merve 
ol exertion will be relaxed, and they will n, 

into ſloth and inaQvity ; or they will waſte in 
The beneficial effeft of liberty and ſecurity has 


 willexerciſe every talent and improve every + 4 
opportunity in the occupation and purſuits 


 whav they gain by idiligence and le i= — 


been apparent in our country, and has raiſed 


F 
f 8 


* 


6). We 


1 produce an * apply; | 
| and the plentiful. barveſt-of the laſt ſeaſori in 
particular demands peculiaracknowledgmenty 
becauſe, in conſequence. of it, the -neceſſery; 
means of ſubſiſtence are conſiderably reduced, 
Whilſt other burdens are increaſing. Several! 
of our manufaftures ate proſperus in u fe. 


gree, that is not uſual in a protractod war : 
and our foreign commerce has been, in varibus 


branches of it, ſingularly flouriſhing 1-1: War, 
however, is an evil, which we ſhould aways 
liment and deprecate; and it can never be 
e intereſt oſ any nation to undertake: or ta 
proſecute it farther than the purpoſes. of ſeeu-. 
mi and; ſelf-defence may requite. Whilſt it 
i prolonged; | we are glad 0 requr;40/cvery 
conſideration, that can ſerve: to alleviate the 
| Doc wi rod n pen 
we cannqt hut be ſolicitous for the ſpeedy 
mſioration of tranquillity, as the beſt means 
of: — n and im- 
provement. ine 10 
WE SRL F.-Y; wy n bes 0 Din 
But 6 agtnyiitn 
kteſerence to moral and religious advantages; 
aun in this reſpe®t Britain has been eminently 
a Beſides the Scriptures, of which 
xy we haye had the unreſtrained poſſeſion and 


+ as 
ve)-202 bane exjoyedati; benefe. of. grinds 


and, public. inſtruQion,, of ſabbaths and, of .ſa-. 
credinſtitutions. To theſe external means . 


of enlightening. che underttanding and erg 


moting our holineſs. and | comfort, our hope - , 


and final ſalvation, God has ſuperadded the 
gracious influence of bis bleſſed ſpirit, "ay FO 
der 0 render them effectual to our i 

ment and happineſs. The benefit of 
tion has been communicated to the lone 
claſſes of ſociety in a variety of modes, which 
 it-is needleſs for me to mention. Schools have 
been eſtabliſhed and encouraged in many par 
of the kingdom by the zeal and beneyolence. 
of the well -diſpoſed, which have ęxtended 


their happy influence to perſons in the loweſt - 


and moſt deſtitute condition. Funds have 
alſo been liberally maintained towards the 
ee e ee e eee 
. en eee > "We 


There 10 not «country on the face of the 
globe, we may venture to aſſert without fear 
.of contradiQtian, where knowledge of various 
kinds, and particularly religious knowledge, 
have been more generally, and, I may add, 
more generouſly diffuſed ; and where perſons 

of every rank and ſtation. have * equal 

| D2 | 


» 
15 


| (2 28 7 
F onderftanding, 
_aheſiocating the hearty and regulating the ban 
- 96A e an the ſplendid and magnificent = 
K ublilments of the country, we muy add the 
multitude of private ſerninaries, no leſs" im- 
_ de ue and, r lubours-of 


2 ve hive ae A 
2 , receptors; andnl- 


irn 'of God: from che exereiſe of our own 
ALalents, and e iinprovement of opportunities 
that occur, and bf the various means to which 
we have acceſs, we are receiving every needfut 
| Information Ad admonitlon, reſpecting our 
Muty und Happineſs.” "Britain may, therefore, 
| Vith the utmoſt propri jety' be denominated the 
Lord's Vineyard; for, on a comparative view, | 
Wee in 50 nation that has hitherto been fo 


„ eee 91007 


2 . o n ts 
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| forththe devout expreſſion'of it. None of, 
I amiperſuaded, we” infenfhie to be valor 


= 


_ ((«g). 
lung and fo ſignally Uiſtinguiſhed by civil m-- 
munities and religious privileges. — by the ad- ” 
vantages reſulting from its ſeparation.” froth 

other nations, by the protetclion of | 
dente, — and by the means of cultiwation af | 

improvement, which it has enjoyed. Nu. 


eee e 92 n. . . 
a | 


2 1 oY 


8 „ 
| rauen, in the review of What has beth 


delivered : but they are ſo obvious, that we 
hardly need to mention them; and they are ſo 
| 1 it is eee enforce 
them. ier 1 Bi 
Darn een Hun age „N 
e eee eee N 
/ Ae of it, that have now been ſug- 
geſted; can diſpute the obligation of religious 
gratitude. The diſtinctions and deliveratices 
that have been recited evince the reaſonable. 
neſt of this duty. It needs no mandate of 
authority to excite our thank fulneſs, or to call 


I 


_ the bleſſings we enjoy. None of us are dl 


poſed to render unto God che praiſe that is his 
2 Ws =, 


F 


- TY 
= 
>. N F — , 
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-—_ we have formerly and recently nl, 
and the plentiful ſupply, which the late _ 


Nitious harveſt has afforded: us, demand our 


_gratitude... To the Pueridance af Gad were 
_ indebted for the original: grant, and for the un- 


interrupted preſervation of every private and 


public, of eyery perſonal. and national blefling. | 


To him our ſupreme acknowledgment. is due. 


; Let us offer unto God thankſgiving. Let it 
| be the tribute of the heart as well as the ex- 


preſſion of the lips. Let it be ge wy the 


„ eee ib 
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Farther. The reign 14 paſt ks of the 
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divine goodneſs ſhould encourage our future 


truſt in the divine power and mercy.” The 
-  events.of war, under the fallible counſels. and 
feeble operayons of human wiſdom and-power, 

are uncertain. A degree of anxiety muſt un- 


avoidably attend its continuance and the pre- 
cariouſneſs of its iſfue. If we had no other 
dependence, during its progreſs and whilſt we 
are ſolicitous for its termination, beſides the 
abilities of men, however highly they may be 
extolled, we might indulge doubt and fear. 


nt if we repoſe our confidence in God. who 
has already reſcued and ſuccoured us, and who- * 
as been favourable, beyond our expectations 


* 


and our apprehenſions, and to a Adee Aird 4 


tion, and-its ſubſequent doom and ruin, pre- 


( 


* 


paſling dur deſert, we ſhall enjoy a calm and 
tranquillity of mind, to which thoſe, huÄ hae 
no faith in God, muſt be utter ſtrangers. His 


counſel conducts-his power controuls-his 


goodneſs over- rules all the plans and operations . 
of mankind, however eminent their ſtation; - 
however extenſive their influence: His pun 
poſes are Carried on by various inſtruments and 
means, and will be accompliſhed i and WHA 


ever may be the event of perſonal or national s 
conflicts, of this we may be-aſfutad;; that the 


b 0 NaN "the FRO TP TONE pious 
23 4 42s 647 
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„eee 4 hain of ſecurity, and 


contagion rig with  refpeft- to the -moſt 
important intereſts of our country, men f 


every: rank and ſtation ſhould endeavdur 
duly to improve their talents and advantages 
Without an improvement correſponding to 


their value; we cannot reaſonably expect their 


continuance. The conduct of the Jewiſui na- 


ſent an inſtructive leſſon and am awful warning 
to other nations, ſignally favouted* by divite 


Providence; -May Britain jearntilorm | May. 
it profit by paſt experience! Atid-in propum 
tion to the number and value of its privileges g 


15 


mf its inhabitants be anabitions:tp excel 
avery-private.cand public: exerciſe of en 


. eee Ait o: brig to 0 
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„ Finaltya«-The- n {of Britain have 


1 felf-humiliation as well as gratitude 
__and/truſtiin God. We have national offences 
 wlamont, and metited calamities ſtill to depre- 


date as well as privileges and bleſſings grate- 


full to ack nowledge. We need repentance 
mai reformation; and whilſt war is-prolonged, 
we ſhall nat be exempt from fear and danger. 
The; atliciſm and irreligion of our enemies, 
which have been juſtly ſubjects of complaint, 
ſhould lead the inhabitants of our own coun- 
_ kr whether their ſtation be more elevatetl or 
more humble, to advert to their principles and 
_ condu8. ,- Refleftions on the inſidelity of 
nthers,and their contempt bf religious inſti- 
tutions art pronounced with a very ill grace 
by thoſe uo are unbelievers themſelves, and 
who live: in an habitual diſregard of the ordi- 
_ garices"'of Chriſtianity: Habe ey expunged l 
from their balendar the weeklyſabbath? Have 
Fler alienated their churches from their reli- 
 gious uſe p Do hey; diſcountenance by their 
— wubhotityaddiexample the public profeſſion of 
religiup 2 Bat may. not- be fabhath be abo · 
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| liſted without leſs 0 or. injury to thoſe, n 

in the habit of profaning it? May not our 

temples and places of worſhip be.ap propriated .., 
ta any purpoſes but thoſe of "3s, without 
, giving. much concern to . thoſe” who.” never TIS 
frequent them ? And is not. the profeſſion, of * 


religion diſcouraged and reproacheg hy thoſe, 
| = neither 8 1 nor maintain i it? 


Ne 
The "i for pers, 2 condemn. _— 
others, we ſhould not ourſelves adopt... We 
ſhould not imitate in our practice what we 
7 cenſure and reptoach. In Britain, where every & 


9 or in 


man is allowed to examine and judge far-hima,.... 


ſelf, and where rational and ſcriptural ſentie .:, 
ments of religion prevaib infidelity ia more: in- 


excuſable than it is in other nations, where te 


people have been reſtrained from inquiry, and 
_ - where Ignorance and error have long ſubſiſted. 
And irreligion is more culpable, where men 
are indulged the liberty of chuſing their reli - 
giious profeſſion for themſelves, and of adopting 
' thoſe modes and forms of worſhip, which they 
| conceive to be moſt conformable to the divine 
word, and moſt conducive to their own ei- 
cation and improvement. If God has diſin- 
guiſhed our country by a degree of knowledge © * 
and liberty, which are not enjoyed in ie 
| E | 


r Ons 
nations; we ſhould be more WES 0 ſtedfaſt 15 | 
in an attachment to our principles, more uni- - 
form in our profeſſion, and more exemplary i in * 
our conduct. By purſuing this courſe, our 

national privileges and bleſſings will be ſecured 

to us, and tranſmitted inviolate to our poſteri- 
: - ty.” No deſign that is formed—no. weapon 
chat is wielded againſt us, ſhall proſper. God 
| will be the guardian of that vineyard which 
: _ bringeth forth fruit correſponding to the cul». 
tte that is beſtowed upon it; nor will he 2 
1 withdraw from it his protection and favour. 5 
$8 Pray, then, for the peace of Britain. They hall 1 
peraper that love thee. Peace be within thy walls, . 

ond proſperity within. thy. palaces. For our bre. = 

ren and companion ſake, we will now Jay, peace 

be within thee. Becauſe of the houſe * the Lord... 
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_ Hras [7 after Sermon. 


Nan) me, 


HOW rich thy 3 Wet 
From thee our various comforts ſpring : 
_ » TW extended trade, the fruitful ſkies, 


The bleſſings liberty beſto we -* 


0 
. 


Tt eternal joys the goſpel ſhows, 


All from thy boundleſs goodneſs riſe. 
Here commerce ſpreads the wealthy ſtore - 
That pours from ev'ry foreign ſhore ; ; -. 
Science and art their charms diſplay :.. 
Religion teaches us to raiſe 


Our voices to our Maker's praiſe, | 
As truth and conſcience point ws way. 


III. 
With grateful hearts, with joyfal tongues, 
To God we raiſe united ſongs ; 

His pow'r and mercy we proclaim: 
Britons through ev'ry age ſhall own, 
Jehovah here has fix'd his throne, 

And triumph in his mighty name. 


* 
4.1 
* 

Wa. 


_ "Long arte weng her courſe khan an, "ib: 

Dr man behold.the circling fan, 
3 "hap leone 3 
„ l bene mh fsh, 1 
* Winz peace and joy ber borders bleſs, EO 47 
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